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NATION THAILAND

Agricultural prices high on agenda of new
minister

Politics
Jul 11. 2019

POLICIES OF THE AGRICULTURE

ods

L
#l'

a

AND COOPERATIVES MINISTRY

m Support agricultural prices
m Address drought problems

m Guarantee income for farmers

=1

SOURCE: Agriculture and cooperatives minister
By The Nation
o O 208 Viewed

Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister Chalermchai Sri-orn will assign key
responsibilities to officials in the ministry in the next two days, with focus on boosting

the prices of agricultural goods such as rubber.
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A survey by ruling coalition partner Democrat Party on the production and price of

agricultural products found that the price of rubber has seen a sharp decline.

The ministry has not taken action yet, as it is waiting for the incoming government to

first announce its policies.

‘The price of rubber price has dropped considerably and this issue needs to be taken

care of," he said.

The party already has plans to support farmers. However the 2019 government

budget, which has not been released yet, could pose challenges, he said.

He urged the Agriculture and Cooperatives, Commerce and Finance ministries to

work together to address these issues in the upcoming months.

The issue of drop in agricultural prices and drought should be considered national
agenda, said deputy minister Thamanas Phrongphao, attributing the problem of

prices to the role of middlemen.

Chalermchai will oversee the Office of the Permanent Secretary for Agriculture, Office
of Agricultural Economics, Royal Irrigation Department, Department of Royal

Rainmaking and Agricultural Aviation and the Rubber Authority of Thailand.

Thamanas is expected to take care of the Office of Agricultural Land Reform,
Department of Fisheries, Marketing Organisation for Farmers and the Rice

Department.

The other deputy minister for Agriculture and Cooperatives, Prapat Phothasuthan, is
expected to oversee the Department of Agricultural Extension and the Department of

Livestock Development.
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Rubber farmers call for ‘urgent action’ to shore up prices

By The Nation

FILE photo

Rubber farmer leaders in the southern provinces have called on the new agriculture minister to speed up measures to shore up falling
rubber sheet and latex prices.

Thanomkiart Yingchuan, an advisor to the chairman of the network of the Rubber Farmers Institute of Thailand, said the new
agriculture minister, Chalermchai Sri-on from the Democrat Party, is well aware of the problem of low rubber prices.

Rubber growers have therefore pinned their hopes on Chalermchai speeding up a solution to prevent the prices from further falling.
Thanomkiart said.

He said previous Democrat governments had solved the problem of falling rubber prices and so was familiar with the issue, but
growers would wait to see how the new minister's team addressed the issue.
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Rubber Authority of Thailand

Thanomkiart said rubber growers feared that certain businessmen were collaborating to force the price down so that they could buy
up rubber sheets to later resell when the government shores up the price.

Pratop Suksanan, president of the Trang Rubber Farmers Network, said the price for rubber sheet had earlier risen to Bt60.50 per
kilogram for just one day before dipping to below Bt60.

He said after the prices of rubber sheets fell to below Bt60, the price of rubber latex also fell from Bt50 to about Bt41 and Bt42.
Urgent action is needed by the government, he said.

He attributed the fall to improper measures taken by the Rubber Authority of Thailand when its business unit tried to intervene in the
market.

The authority’s business intervened by bidding at one of three central rubber markets at a time, while offering unrealistic prices of
about Bt3 to Bt4 higher than the market price.

The method caused private firms to be unable to compete, and so it failed to shore up the price, Pratop said. The authority should
instead have simultaneously intervened in the three central markets - Surat Thani, Nakhon Si Thammarat and Songkhla - by offering
realistic prices to shore up the prices.

Source: https;/fwww.nationthailand.com/news/30372768
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