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SN S, [ KIYaY1I: Rubber authority working on 'hats’ to prevent latex damage during rains
Rubber Authority of Thailand

NATION THAILAND

Rubber authority working on 'hats' to prevent
latex damage during rains
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o o By THE NATION

The Rubber Authority of Thailand (RAQOT) and partners are developing rubber "hats" to

help increase rubber production and promote the industry.
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nationthailand.com Rating:

#2282172: Rubber authority working on "hats’ to prevent latex damage during rains

S%a217: 1-1200621000013

Nakorn Takkawipat, deputy director general of the rubber authority, on Friday (June
19) presided over the MoU (memarandum of understanding) signng ceremony
between the RACT, Chitralada Technology Institute and PTT Plc for the joint
development and production of rubber hats, an innovative apparatus to wrap around
a rubber tree so as to prevent damage from rains and moisture and increase the

volume of latex that can be gathered per harvesting season.

“This project is a joint effort between the three parties aiming to help increase rubber
production of farmers in Rayong province,” he said. “The RAOT has submitted 2,000
sets of rubber hat prototypes to Chitralada Institute to test and improve the final
product at a 30 rai demonstration plantation in Nawat Agricultural Learning Centre in

Payubnai subdistrict, Wangchan district.”
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SN S, [ KIYaY1I: Rubber authority working on 'hats’ to prevent latex damage during rains

Rubber Authority of Thailand

The project was conceived when the RAOT noticed that latex volumes during the
rainy season are often lower than the annual average, as rains made some of the
gathered latex unusable, while the normal countermeasures used by local farmers,
such as covering the tree with plastic sheets, are not effective and some have to stop

harvesting when it rains.

‘The rubber hat that we make can effectively increase the days that farmers can
harvest latex by 30 days on average per year and increase total production volume by
2kag per rai per day, or a total of 60kg per rai per year,” said Nakorn. “Each hat is made
from 500 grams of rubber and therefore will give a boost to the local rubber

processing industry and help alleviate the oversupply of rubber in domestic markets.”
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T T Headline: Huge demand for rubber gloves, condoms sees latex price rise
Rubber Authority of Thailand

THE

NATION THAILAND

Huge demand for rubber gloves, condoms sees
latex price rise

National

o O By THE NATION

The Rubber Authority of Thailand (RAQOT) reported a surge in the latex price due to soaring

demand for rubber gloves and condoms.
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Headline: Huge demand for rubber gloves, condoms sees latex price rise

“The latex price in June is Bt44.52 per kg, an increase of Bt4.34, or 10.89 per cent, compared
to the same period last year, and 6.46 per cent from the previous month,” said chairman
Praphan Boonyakiat. “The Covid-12 crisis has spurred demand for rubber gloves for medical

purposes as well as condoms.

“Many rubber manufacturers in Europe and the United States have expressed an interest
in establishing factories in Thailand, as we have kept the outbreak under control. They
predict the situation will see sustained demand for medical gloves for at least 3-5 years,”
Praphan said. “If the trend continues, it will probably be the first time the price of latex has

soared beyond sheet rubber.”

The RAQOT reported rubber exports in five months totalled 1,686,992 tonnes, decreasing 3.51
per cent compared to 1,748,405 tonnes during the same period last year. The Coronavirus

crisis has forced many countries to go in for a shutdown.

Among importers of Thai rubber, China is the only one that purchased an increased
amount of rubber products - at 1,069,889 tonnes - rising 10.03 per cent from last year's
imports of 972,389 tonnes. Exports to the Asian giant alone made up 63.42 per cent of

Thailand's total rubber exports.

In the past five months, Malaysia imported 148,919.4 tonnes, a decrease of 8.8 per cent
year-on-year, the United States purchased 77,549.89 tonnes, a 27.8 per cent drop, Japan
bought 80,995.73 tonnes, a 13.5 per cent decrease, and South Korea imported 39,064.35

tonnes, a drop of 19.68 per cent.
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